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To know Christ better and to make Him better known

PRIDE AND BLACK LIVES
Every once in a while,
I find myself wanting
to succumb to the idea
that 2020 is the worst
year ever and that I
can’t wait for it to
end. I have even had
some friends in
different parts of the world suggest that
they are not going to officially count
their birthday in 2020. It is an
interesting idea, if you want to chuckle
for a moment or two, but in reality the
first concept is not true and the second
is unrealistic. This is by far not the
worst year in history and, sorry
everyone, choosing not to count a year
is not going to stop the aging process.
Here’s the more important thing for
me: we are only at the halfway point of

the year and it is therefore still filled
with great potential. We also have
some idea what it is we are up against
going forward. So rather than
discounting the year why not make the
year count.
This can still be the year in which we
radically transform the perceived and
lived realities of how we all share this
planet. I strongly believe in the human
ability to change and adapt; we have
been doing so since the beginning and
our movement through the planet as
well as the use of its resources have
changed the entire globe. Some things
we have done well and some we have
done terribly, but our agency on the
planet is undeniable.
So, why can’t we also be agents of a
different and more integrated way of
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Pantry of hope Images

HOW WILL WE GATHER?
It has now been more than 3 months
since we last gathered physically for
worship in our beautiful sanctuary.
The small group that comes together
on Sunday mornings to offer the live
streamed service do so with great joy.
We are honored to be able to do what
is in our power to offer praise to God
in this space while you do so from your
home. Our preference, however, is to
worship with all of you present with
us.
Under the current guidelines and instructions from our diocesan leadership, the earliest this will be possible is
June 28 and only if we have been able
to clear the guidelines and thresholds
set by the CDC, State of California and
Alameda County Health Department.
One of the main requirements for regathering is that each congregation has

by the Rev. Dr. Mauricio Wilson

(Continued on Page 8)

to develop its own set of Covid-19 reopening policies and guidelines addressing the specific realities of space and
movement that will reduce the risks of
transmission among those who gather.
We are therefore calling upon those
who might be interested to come together for the development of the St.
Paul’s Oakland Regathering Guidelines. Please do not assume that you
are not qualified to speak on this issue
as we will be looking at all aspects of
what we do as a worshipping community, from Sunday worship, to Choir
practice, altar guild, acolytes, ministries with children, and third party use
of our spaces.
Please send me a short message with
the subject REGATHERING TASK
FORCE to let me know of your interest: rector@stpaulsoakland.org
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THE THREE-LAYERED REALITY

By Irene Plunkett

PANTRY OF HOPE
Item of the month
During this time of
sheltering in place and
physical distancing, we
are working on trying
to find creative ways to
continue the process of
serving the needy
members of our
community.
Thanks for your
continued support and
prayers.

I’ve realized that
things in the U.S. had
come to a new place.
I watched as the
Michigan state legislature was invaded by
armed white people
calling for an immediate end to the stay
-at-home orders issued by Governor
Gretchen Whitmer as a means of slowing the spread of the coronavirus. I
wondered what they were, literally, up
in arms about. The best I could do was
to think that they were actually angry
and frustrated about the virus itself,
and so were taking out their fury on
someone who had responded to it in a
logical and scientiﬁc way. It was ugly,
but were they intending to shoot the
virus? How would re-opening the state
and resuming commerce, which would
almost certainly increase the death rate
exponentially, help? Why the guns?
(Full disclosure: I was brought up by
people who knew how to shoot—most
of them quite well—and my grandfather put a gun in my hands when I was
four. I used to be a decent shot, but
none of us would have considered it a
good idea to bring those guns into a
legislative session.) What was going
on here? Since then, a retail security
guard has been shot dead for trying to
enforce a face-mask rule and a ranger
trying to enforce social distancing has
been thrown in a lake. It’s an understatement to say this is getting out of
hand. Clearly, people are feeling fundamentally threatened, itself an appropriate response to an existential crisis.
But some of these responses look a lot
like killing the messenger and might
need some more study. Many of the
protestors are couching their anger in
terms of “being American,” as in, the Ican-do-what-I-want version of American freedom. And while that has a kind
of historical ring to it, it doesn’t seem

to take into account the common good.
The First Amendment, for example,
guarantees freedom of speech, but, as
we all learn early on, that does not give
you the right to cry “Fire!” falsely in a
crowded theatre or to slander your
neighbor. Few such freedoms are absolute, but in constant negotiation with
individual freedom and the freedom
and safety of the group. But inasmuch
as these citizens are considering themselves offended and ill-used as Americans, I can imagine at least three levels
of angst. First, in the intensely dichotomous U.S. political environment we
are in, people seem to feel that there
are two, and ONLY two, ways of looking at things. This perspective is, I
think, inherently reductive and so the
thinking seems to be that if some states
are ﬁnding some relief by sheltering in
place, the ONLY other response must
be to open everything up and have
business (literally) as usual. But the
threat is really not a political one. It is
a biological one, a virus almost ingenious in its ability to invade, secure, and
kill its human hosts. If, as the saying
goes, your only weapon is a hammer,
do you see all problems as nails? Did
the Michigan protesters imagine killing
the legislators, some of whom came to
work that day in bullet vests? Did they
imagine shooting someone else? Was
this an assertion of the second amendment right that was somehow linked to
their right to have their normal lives
back right now? Secondly, in the way
of all pandemics, this virus has had the
effect not only of not discriminating
between races, ethnicities, or classes,
but also of being world-wide. If one is
a believer in American exceptionalism,
that of all the countries in the world,
American is “blessed” in some way as
best, most beloved of God, and wealthiest, perhaps it is galling to see that
(Continued on Page 7)
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I CAN’T BREATHE

By George Strait
This piece was originally written for publication in The Boule Journal
“I can’t
breathe” –
the last
words of a
dying
George
Floyd. “I
can’t
breathe” –
the anguished cry
of too many
of us struck down by the coronavirus.
“I can’t breathe” – the exasperation
of so many of us as after seeing Ahmaud Arbery shot while jogging. “I
can’t breathe” - the angry reaction to
a white woman using her privilege to
put the life of a black man at risk.
Outrageously, “I can’t breathe” is just
the latest in an endless reiteration of
appeals to humanity for justice and an
end to the suffocation and terror inflicted upon black people from the
time our ancestors were kidnapped,
thrown into the bottom of ships, sold,
castrated, raped and forbidden from
learning to read. In the frustrated,
pained lyric given voice by Marvin
Gaye, “It makes me want to holler.”
As a friend of mine recently wrote
about his sons, “What do I tell them?
They read the news and watch the
television reports. They question

whether it’s safe to wear a hoodie,
with a bag of Skittles in its pocket,
without getting shot to death. They
wonder whether they can jog on a
street or in a park without getting
murdered. If their rights are violated,
can they call the police, which have
taken an oath to protect him? And if
the police show up, will they receive
their protection or further punishment?”
Can we do anything more than holler? We live at the unique intersection
of a public health and public safety
crisis that threatens African Americans directly and disproportionately.
We have faced domestic terror before. It flares up fairly regularly, like
a seasonal virus. But this time it’s
different. This time, the very rule of
law and democratic norms established to protect all Americans have
been undermined and compromised,
to such an extent, that terror is enabled and implicitly encouraged. Terrorists today need not hide their identity beneath a white sheet; they operate openly in the highest offices of
the land and often wears a blue uniform on the street.
“Makes me want to holler”!

2020 OFFICERS OF
THE
VESTRY
The Rev. Dr. Mauricio
Wilson – Rector
Allison Sass
Senior Warden
Bill Davis
Junior Warden
Erica Terry-Derryck
Clerk
Ann Gregory
Treasurer

VESTRY BY CLASS
Class of 2020
Allison Sass
Dylan Versteeg
Bill Davis
Class of 2021
Erica Terry-Derryck
Sergio Prieto
Lisa Strait
Class of 2022
Will Cowart
Ann Gregory
Sharon Pilmer
Future meetings:
June 23
September 22
October 27

DEANERY
DELEGATES AND
ALTERNATES 2020
Delegates

DONATIONS TO ST. PAUL’S
Using your smartphone, scan this QR Code to make a digital
offering to St. Paul’s Church. Your donation will be processed
through SPEC’s PayPal account.

Melanie Blake
Tom McGarrell
Alternates
Saundra Anderson
Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore
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SAINT OF THE MONTH

Blandina and Her Companions, the Martyrs of Lyons
177

Newsletter
contributors
sought
We are interested in
hearing from writers and
photographers; please
email us if you would like
to donate your talents.
The deadline for each
edition is the 25th of the
month previous
to publication.
Please send your
submissions of no more
than 500 words to:
halice@pacbell.net.

In the second century, after
a brief respite, Christians in
many parts of the Roman
empire were once again
subjected to persecution. At
Lyons and Vienne, in Gaul,
there were missionary centers which had drawn many
Christians from Asia and Greece. They
were living a devout life under the
guidance of Pothinus, the elderly Bishop of Lyons, when persecution began in
177.
At first, the Christians were socially
excluded from Roman homes, the public baths, and the market place; insults,
stones, and blows were rained on them
by pagan mobs, and Christian homes
were vandalized. Soon after, the imperial officials forced Christians to come
to the marketplace for harsh questioning, followed by imprisonment.
Some slaves from Christian households
were tortured to extract public accusations that Christians practiced cannibalism, incest, and other perversions.
These false accusations roused the mob
to such a pitch of wrath that any leniency toward the imprisoned Christians
was impossible. Even friendly pagans
now turned against them.
The fury of the mob fell most heavily
on Sanctus, a deacon; Attalus; Maturus,
a recent convert; and Blandina, a slave.
According to Eusebius, Blandina was
so filled with power to withstand torments that her torturers gave up. “I am
a Christian,” she said, “and nothing vile
is done among us.” Sanctus was tormented with redhot irons. The aged
Pothinus, badly beaten, died soon after.
Finally, the governor decided to set
aside several days for a public spectacle
in the amphitheater.

Eusebius depicts Blandina in particular
as standing in the person of Christ:
“Blandina was suspended on a stake,
and exposed to be devoured by the wild
beasts who should attack her. And because she appeared as if hanging on a
cross, and because of her earnest prayers, she inspired the combatants with
great zeal. For they looked on her in her
conflict, and beheld with their outward
eyes, in the form of their sister, him
who was crucified for them, that he
might persuade those who believe in
him that every one who suffers for the
glory of Christ has fellowship always
with the living God.”
On the final day of the spectacle, writes
Eusebius, “Blandina, last of all, like a
noble mother who had encouraged her
children and sent them ahead victorious
to the King, hastened to join them.”
Beaten, torn, burned with irons, she
was wrapped in a net and tossed about
by a wild bull. The spectators were
amazed at her endurance.
Eusebius concludes: “They offered up
to the Father a single wreath, but it was
woven of diverse colors and flowers of
all kinds. It was fitting that the noble
athletes should endure a varied conflict,
and win a great victory, that they might
be entitled in the end to receive the
crown supreme of life everlasting.”
Almighty God, who gave such courage
and endurance to Blandina and her
companions that by their deaths many
hearts were turned to you; Grant that
we, in accordance with their example,
may also gladly endure all that is required of us as we witness to you in our
own day; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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VESTRY REPORT
In order to keep the Parish informed of the work that the Vestry does as the
elected volunteer leadership of the church, we will be reporting monthly on the
Vestry meetings and sharing a written summary each month in the bulletin and
newsletter.
As a reminder, any member of the Parish may attend Vestry meetings which
are every fourth Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise noted, and the full
minutes of the meeting are available to parish members upon request by contacting the parish administrator or a member of the Vestry.
What follows is a summary of the key decisions made by the Vestry at the
April 28, 2020 Vestry meeting.


No financials were available because the parish bookkeeper Joan has been
working on PPP documentation in order for St. Paul’s Episcipal Church to
apply for a small business loan made available by the federal government
as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. If St. Paul’s loan application is approved the parish will be able to fare ok financially through the summer.



Additional pledges were received and $2.03M is the value of the church’s
Merrill Lynch investment account.



Despite challenges in securing food donations and making food purchases,
The Pantry of Hope served 40 people the last weekend in April, providing
1 bag of non perishables and one bag of protein (eggs, meat) to each recipient.



St. Paul’s has implemented revised procedures for worship. As outlined by
the Diocese, the already restricted number of choir and clergy members
permitted to gather in-person in order to provide online services, must
wear masks when not speaking and be 12 ft apart.



Fr. Wilson does not currently plan to take time off this summer/do a sabbatical and continues to serve as St. Paul’s Episcopal School’s interim
chaplain.



Fr. Wilson is still serving as interim chaplain for St. Paul’s Episcopal
School.



Mother Anne and Fr. Wilson are working to find continuing faith education opportunities for adults while in-person worship remains suspended.

SAVE Stand-Ins
against gun
violence
SAVE (Soldiers Against
Violence Everywhere)
Oakland is taking a nonviolent stand against the
rampant murders in our
community. Though the
“Stand-Ins” are on hold, the
advocacy work does not
stop until no one is killed
on our streets. Please
contact Paula Hawthorn,
510-601-8388, if you would
like to participate.

Contact Save@TruevineMinistries.com to be put on
the email list for future
Stand-Ins.
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PANTRY OF HOPE DURING COVID-19

ONLINE

Through the consistent efforts of Archdeacon Carolyn, and directly assisted
by pantry volunteer, Arnette Moore,
our pantry continues to reach out to our
community in need.

The current rota for the
Sunday worship services is
posted on the St. Paul’s Web
site at :
http://
www.stpaulsoakland.org/
readings--rota.html

In the month of May we were able to
distribute more than 60 sets of grocery
items to our neighbors. The last distribution took place on the last Sunday of
Easter and each of our clients received
3 bags of groceries including nonperishables, fresh produce and meats.

WORSHIP ROTA

The rota includes the names
of readers, sub-deacons,
intercessors.
New volunteers are always
welcome. Please contact Fr.
Mauricio or the Ven. Carolyn
Bolton to volunteer or if you
have any questions.

We are able to continue these efforts
due to the work of many volunteers
who come by the church in self contained family groups from St. Paul’s
Church and School. Dylan Versteeg,
Stephen Tiffenson and Fr. Mauricio
gave out the bags wearing masks and
observing physical distancing.
THE THREE-LAYERED REALITY
(Continued from Page 2)

much of the world, and certainly all of
Europe, is also hunkered down. In other words, how do we remain strong in
our view of American exceptionalism if
we are in the same position as the Europeans? And the Asians? It almost
seems as though we are not able to
shape a response that is distinctly
American but one that is distinctly human, one that makes us look quite similar to other human societies and cultures. Lots of us live our day-to-day
lives in areas that are multi-cultural in
every sense of the word and many of us
have friends from all over the world.
But if one has lived mostly
with people from one’s own culture
and who speak (literally) the same language and have the same faith, this
might, in fact, be a new experience.
Finally, there is another level of this
planetary consciousness, one that reminds us that we are being treated as a
species, as human beings, as distinct

We call upon the members of St.
Paul’s to contribute to the efforts of the
Pantry for this month. Here’s the
shopping list:







Individually wrapped toilet paper
Individually wrapped paper towels
Hot Cocoa
Microwave popcorn
One liter bottles of juice
Cereal 13.3oz boxes (Trix, plain
and honey nut Cheerios, Raisin
Bran, Kix)

Please be in touch with Archdeacon
Bolton (cbolton@covia.org)before of
your desired contribution so as to
avoid over and understocking any given item.

from other species on the planet. Human beings seem to have a particular
susceptibility to this virus and are dying as a species. Not only that, but in
our apparent absence, other species and
other elements of the earth are, in fact,
ﬂourishing. Bodies of water are running clearer, skies are cleaner, other
species are, for lack of a better word,
more relaxed and less fearful. It doesn’t
take a degree in biology to see that the
Gaia hypothesis is, indeed, being displayed pretty much daily for anyone
who cares to notice. It is also clear that
it is the earth that sustains us and not
the other way around. The natural
world is cyclical, not hierarchical, and
that might be difﬁcult to accept for lots
of our species. Anger, whether or not
it manifests in carrying weapons, is one
response to feeling vulnerable. And we
are vulnerable—not as red- or bluestaters, not as Americans, and not as
capitalists. We are vulnerable now as a
species. This might call for a more nuanced response on our part.
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IMAGES OF THE
PANTRY OF HOPE
Dear Readers:
In an effort to reduce
paper waste and
printing/mailing
expenses, we are
asking anyone who
gets the online version
of The Good News and
no longer needs a
paper version mailed
to his or her home to
let us know. If you
don’t get the
newsletter online and
would like to, or if you
want to take yourself
off the snail-mail list,
please contact Parish
Administrator at 8344314, Ext. 501 or
admin@stpaulsoakland
.org. Many thanks.

St. Paul’s
EPI SCOP AL CH URCH OAKL AN D

114 Montecito Avenue
Oakland, CA 94610

Phone: 510.834.4314
Fax:
510.834.0166
E-mail: admin@stpaulsoakland.org
Web:

www.stpaulsoakland.org

Services
Available via Facebook
live stream
SUNDAYS

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist or
Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Choral Eucharist or
Sung Matins
4 p.m. Evensong
(First Sundays, Oct.-June)
8 p.m. Compline
(4th Sundays only)
WEDNESDAYS
(TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED)

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist
(with Healing prayer on
the 1st Wednesday of the
month)

PRIDE AND BLACK
(Continued from Page 1)

and in particular those of the African
diaspora. The protests that have been
taking place in cities across the U.S.
and other countries are the result of
black people being very vocal about
the fact that God did not create them
as an inferior ethnic group, but rather
as equal partners with all others. The
scores of non-black faces we see in
those protests should be an indication
that non-blacks have come to that
same realization.
On countless occasions I have said
that I do not fully understand the
struggle and plight of members of the
LGBTQ+ community, but I will never
stop being by their side to achieve
their goals. In this same way, I don’t
expect a non-black person to fully
understand the black struggle, but the
support must be unwavering.

being in relationship with each other?
It is shortsighted for any individual or
group to believe than they can live
without the others or subdue them
with no regard for their human
dignity. As Christ’s disciples, we are
called to issue a call to the world to
listen to the ways in which we are
called to live in unity with God and
each other. This is not a call to
sameness but togetherness,
recognizing that God has made and
gifted each of us differently for the
well-being of all creation.
This is Pride month and over the years
I have continued to grow in my belief
that we are to celebrate the revelation
of our true selves and whom God has
created us to be. I openly hijack this
truth from Pride to include those
Happy Pride! Black Lives Matter!
revelations in the lives of all people

