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TO KNOW CHRIST BETTE R AND TO MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN  

 

Meet Ben Bachmann 

Our New Music Director 

 Sharon Pilmer 

St. Paul’s is thrilled to welcome Mr. Benjamin Bach-
mann as the next Director of Music at St. Paul’s.  Ben 
comes to St. Paul’s after serving as Canon Director of 
Music at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco for 17 years.  

Ben is a native of Akron, Ohio.  Born into a musical 
family, he started piano lessons at age five, served as a 
chorister from a young age, and received his first organ 
training there with Robert Quade. Ben received the 
Emilie Spivey Scholarship at Clayton College and State 
University in Atlanta, Georgia, where he studied organ 
with Richard Morris. After completing his undergradu-
ate degree in music he served as Assistant Director of 
Music at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Atlanta, under 
Dr. Robert Poovey.  Ben received his Master’s Degree at the Royal College of Mu-
sic, where he studied with Margaret Phillips. At the Royal College, he was the re-
cipient of the Walford Davies Organ Prize in 2004. During his time in London, Ben 
was Organ Scholar at St. Paul’s Knightsbridge and Farm Street Church. Ben was 
made a Fellow of the American Guild of Organists in 2008.  

Ben joined the staff at Grace Cathedral in 2005 as Assistant Director of Music, and 
was installed as Canon Director of Music in 2010.  Ben brings exceptional skill in 
organ playing, choral conducting of both professionals and volunteers, composition, 
years of experience training young voices, and a thorough knowledge of Anglican 
Church Music, the liturgical year, and the rites of the Episcopal Church.  His origi-
nal compositions and arrangements have been performed internationally.   

In addition to his work as a musician in the Anglican tradition, he also enjoys play-
ing piano, particularly American styles like jazz, ragtime, show tunes, and Gospel 
music. He is known to hold court at piano bars and sing-alongs. He also loves cook-
ing and baking and hosts themed dinner parties, researching the history of recipes, 
and writing about his experiences.  

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Ben! 
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Spirituality 

Giving Can Strengthen Your Spiritual Life 

The Rev. Anne Jensen 

The basic function of the church is to speak to every facet of the life of the be-
liever. Jesus came among us so that we might be reconciled with God and each 
other, helping us to know God more intimately as we live our lives as believers. 
He preached about the needs of the people: physical healing, spiritual healing, 
feeding the poor, healing the sick, and teaching us how to live. 

The church isn’t isolated from world; we are very much part of it, and we try to 
live our lives in ways that are faithful to our baptismal vows: 

 Loving God and our neighbors 

 Seeking forgiveness and extending forgiveness to others 

 Offering food to the hungry and respite to the weary 

 Honoring the dignity of every individual. 

This isn’t the work of an individual.  It’s the work of the believing community.  We find strength for our 
journey in faith by sharing in the Sacraments and in our works of ministry. 

Our spiritual lives are enriched and formed by our life in the church.  The church supports us in our faith 
journey, and it needs our support.  It needs our money to keep going, to keep being a center of ministry. 
Yes, and it needs our willingness to be part of the ministries of feeding, of caring for the environment, and 
of worshiping every Sunday. 

Participating in the life of the church, including giving money to support it, gives meaning to our lives.  In 
giving to the church, we are participating in God’s mission, and when we give for the benefit of others in 
need, and for ourselves in our need, it warms our hearts.  We might feel closer to the work of the church 
and to God and find a new depth of meaning and purpose in our lives.  Those are the gifts of the spirit in 
action. 

We will not know when a stranger enters our church and hears just the word she needs to not give up.  Nor 
will we know when a bag of food will provide a family, who has been living on ramen for a week, with 
healthy meals.  We will not know when beautiful music will calm a mother with three small children and 
give her rest.  

When we give to the church, we are part of work that is far greater than we will ever know. 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
 (Prayer of Penitence – Rite 1 – The Book of Common Prayer) 

I have many favorite prayers from The Book of 
Common Prayer. At some point, during the shel-
ter-in-place for COVID, the Prayer of Penitence 
became one of my favorites.  If one wasn’t sick, 
working or taking care of others, it was also a 
good time for reflection.  

Earlier this week, one of my colleagues started talking about all the 
things he hadn’t gotten done during the last 3 years.  He was sincerely 
remorseful because these were the kinds of things that would have 
improved the quality of life for his family.  Examples: refinancing the 
house while the rates were favorable, getting the hole in the roof re-
paired, getting faucets replaced.  

He mentioned the same things last week. This time, I turned around 
and really listened to him. I wanted to tell him that God knows every-
thing about us and still loves us. What would happen to us if we con-
tinuously beat ourselves up over saying the wrong thing, not returning 
a phone call, going to church? We must remember that God still loves 
us. It is okay to say, “I’m sorry.”  Ironically enough, my colleague’s 
family hasn’t said anything to him about the missed opportunities. 

Senior Warden’s Message 

Maura Lane 

The Diocesan Convention is Coming at the End of October! 
Although it sounds far away – in Grace Cathedral (well, this year, online) --  it’s your Diocese, and your 
representatives vote on resolutions and budget (funded by a portion of your pledge to St. Paul’s). 

Interested in what’s on the agenda?  Check out https://www.diocalconvention.org/. 

Just want to know what they did?  Look for Tom McGarrell’s report from the virtual convention floor in 
the November issue of the Good News. 

https://www.diocalconvention.org/
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Homecoming! 

Here are some pictures from our wonderful Homecoming on Sunday, September 25th. 

 

Vicki Larson presented the Oakland 
Mayor’s proclamation lauding St. 
Paul’s on its 150 years of service to 
God and the world. 

We celebrated Mark Bruce’s 
exceptional service to St. Paul’s 
as our Interim Music Director 
with a vocal presentation during 
the service and then a chocolate 
cake—his favorite! 

We launched the St. Paul’s history, 
Faith and Mission, with presenta-
tions during the service and Liz 
signing books during the later fes-
tive activities on the patio. 

Liz will be signing her book after the 10:00 service October 2th and 9th. The suggested donation is $35 
to go towards the full cost of the book, $46. 
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The Proclamation! 
 

The Pollinator Posse 
had a very active infor-
mation and activity ta-
ble for young and old. 

And, of course, there was 
lots of food! 
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Fellowship is Back! 

Alice Brilmayer, Coffee Hour Chief 

Have you been missing coffee hour after the 10:00 am service?  

Getting together with your St. Paul’s family is definitely back! 

 

Meet in the courtyard for light refreshments and conversation. We’ll have things 
like cookies, cake, fruit, and anything else the host brings. What’s most im-
portant is making contact with each other.  Lockdowns for COVID robbed us of 
emotional connections with each other.  We need to rebuild those relationships, 
and what better time when we’re already together?   

 

If you’re new to St. Paul’s, this is the easiest way to get to 

know the folks in the pews. 

We need a lot more hosts! 

To maintain this meeting time, we need people to provide refresh-
ments.  So far, the groups have been small, so providing refresh-
ments won’t be an onerous task.  If you can volunteer to bring good-

ies, please email Alice Brilmayer at authoralicegaines@gmail.com.  She’ll give you the lowdown on 
what’s needed.   

Karen Merry Awarded Ruth Jenkins Award 

A longtime friend of Episcopal schools, Karan Merry served as Head of 
School at St. Paul’s Episcopal School in Oakland, CA for 14 years. She has 
served on the boards of NAES and NAIS, the latter as Chair of the Board of 
Directors—the first person of color to serve in that capacity. In 2012, she 
was one of 20 heads of color and one head-elect to be recognized for their 
service at the 25th-anniversary celebration of NAIS PoCC.  

The Ruth Jenkins Award and the John D. Verdery Award are the Na-
tional Association of Episcopal Schools’ highest honors and recognize and 
celebrate the outstanding service of individuals to Episcopal schools and 
NAES. The awards are bestowed at the discretion and by vote of the Gov-
erning Board and are presented during ceremonies at the Biennial Confer-
ence. Click here for more information about the upcoming NAES confer-
ence. 

mailto:authoralicegaines@gmail.com
https://mailchi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55a4c86d3e04b0a68eba23b20&id=117757e593&e=9fbd572a7d


The Good News Page 7 
Page 7 Good News 

Playdate/Picnic at Dimond Park Loads of Fun for All  

The family playdate/picnic at Dimond Park on September 10th was a great success. Here are some 
pictures from the event. 

 

Coming Events for Children and Youth 
For those 12 and under:  a very successful picnic on September 10th at Dimond Park brought together fam-
ilies and children for a getting-to-know-you morning.  Homecoming Sunday on the 25th  featured games, 
food, and Pollinator Posse activities.  This month, you can look forward to a children’s service at Fairy-
land on the 2nd and regular Sunday School, with a new, Diocesan-supported curriculum, beginning on the 
16th.  Among other future activities are movie nights, a Christmas Eve service, and a family Earth Day cel-
ebration. 

For those 13 and up: acolyte training was held September 10th.  A youth-led service, complete with a ser-
mon and music by our young people, is scheduled for October 30th.  Overnights with the youth group 
from Christ Church Alameda, ice skating, retreats at the Bishop’s Ranch, and service opportunities at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Martin Luther King Day are on the horizon.  

If you or your grown-up would like to be on the youth and children program activity mailing list and help 
with these events, please get in touch with Carolyn: cbolton730@aol.com . 

mailto:cbolton730@aol.com
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Christian Stewardship:  An Invitation to Celebrate God’s Gifts 

Sharon Pilmer, Stewardship Chair 

I often hear my 
fellow parishioners 
refer to stewardship 
as “asking for money 
for the church in the 
fall”.  While this is 
certainly an aspect of 
our stewardship 
work at St. Paul’s, it 
does not tell the 
whole story of Christian stewardship. 

The Merriam Webster dictionary defines 
stewardship as “the careful and responsible 
management of something entrusted to one’s care”.  
From a secular perspective it is easy for us to 
understand the practice of environmental 

stewardship as caring for our natural resources.   

When my elderly father’s vision deteriorated, I became the steward of my father’s finances.  I know 
many of you have probably experienced this profound responsibility in your own families. 

As Christians we are invited to take a more expansive view of stewardship.  We are called to adopt a 
stewardship mindset.  We recognize that all we have comes from God.  Our responsibilities to manage 
well extend to all areas in our span of control.  We live into our baptismal covenant using the gifts that 
we have received to further God’s kingdom.  Care for self, care for our neighbors, care for creation, and 
care of the community where we receive our spiritual nourishment are some examples. 

This year the focus for our fall campaign and beyond is “Celebrating God’s Gifts”.  “Celebration” feels 
like the right sentiment this year.  We have much for which to be thankful.  St. Paul’s is weathering the 
pandemic. Even though it is not over, we have learned how to adapt and be safe.  We look forward this 
year to the full spectrum of worship, fellowship, education and service that we enjoyed pre-pandemic, 
God willing.  We are excited about a revitalized youth and family ministry program under the leadership 
of Archdeacon Carolyn Bolton.  We look forward to welcoming our next music director , Ben 
Bachmann, who will grow and diversify our music program.  Pamela Buckingham and Dale Trunk are 
offering a spiritually focused book club.  After-church refreshments are back! 

We invite you to reflect on the gifts that you have received and to consider your response to those gifts 
in the context of how you sustain our faith community.  The generosity of our people, both through our 
financial gifts and our volunteer efforts, are what keeps St. Paul’s humming! 
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It is that time of the year again.  The northern hemisphere is starting to lean 
away from the light of the sun, and each day we experience fewer hours of 
sunlight. It’s the time of the year when a sense of gloom can and does take 
over the lives of some among us to varying degrees and can bring about feel-
ings of loneliness, sadness and even doom.  

How can our faith help us overcome these feelings, and how can we be of 
help to others? First, I believe it’s important that we acknowledge the reality 
of what we or others are going through.  Ridiculing or belittling someone for 
being where they are mentally and emotionally is not the way. We can reas-
sure each other that what we are going through is natural. 

Now comes the most important phase of 
living into who we say we are. From the 
gospel according to Matthew (5:14-16): You are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

We are called to be light. We are invited to allow our light to 
shine forth. We are encouraged to not allow our light to be hid-
den.  As God’s people in the world we ought to strive to be a 
source of hope and possibilities when the surrounding reality may 
drive people into real or spiritual places of darkness. Christians 
are invited to be a special presence in the world. Actual, moral 
and spiritual darkness seeks to lead God’s people into a state of 
hopelessness and gloom. 

I am here reminded of the liturgy at the Great Vigil of Easter. In 
the midst of darkness, as we remember how the followers of Jesus were consumed by the reality and 
uncertainty of the death of Jesus on the cross, we light a candle and the deacon proclaims, “The Light 
of Christ.” To which we all respond, “Thanks be to God.” We then pray the Exaltet, giving thanks and 
praise to God for this great new light. 

Our lives as Christians should symbolize a continuous state of the possibilities represented by such a 
new light.  The light of Christ that lives within and shines forth from us.  

We have no power to stop the way the Earth rotates, or how people react to fewer or more hours of 
sunlight, but we can play a part in renewing people’s hope and expectations as experienced by those 
who allow the Good News of God in Christ to be their guide and inspiration.  It may not bring resolu-

tion to every problem in our lives, but it surely can lead us to put our faith where it should be, in the 
God that invites us to live in light.  

 

Rector’s Message 

GOD’S LIGHT IN DARK DAYS 

The Rev. Dr. Mauricio Wilson 
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Community Outreach and Social Justice at St. Paul’s 
Matthew Schooler 

Vestry Liaison for Outreach and Social Justice 

The summer was busy for community outreach and social justice at St. 
Paul’s Oakland. The Guns to Gardens event went better than expected and a 
small but mighty contingent helped and donated. The garden tools will be 
made in Fall and a West Oakland group will take them to use in a West 
Oakland garden. 

Archdeacon Bolton along with Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore and others helped 
to get school supplies to kids returning to school and we will look forward to 
filling backpacks again in the future. 

Episcopal Migration Ministries https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/ is 
helping the immigrants and we would like to help them. It is the wish of the 
committee to be more active and we need volunteers to sign up.  

Coming up in December we will again do the Giving Tree. 

Beyond the World: A Reading & Discussion Group 

Next Session Wednesday, October 12 @ 7pm on ZOOM 

Pam Buckingham, Co-Leader 

Our Fall Adult Spiritual Formation program is off 
to a strong start with a group of 9. Over the hour-
long discussion on September 21, Joy & Time were 
major themes. Rabbi Heschel’s poetic gem of a 
book challenged us to think more deeply about 
space and time and how those ideas intersect with 
our ideas of God, what is sacred and how that 
relates to the Sabbath. We opened and closed with 
prayer, and it was a wonderful sharing of faith and 
ideas.  

It is not too late to join this amazing discussion. This is a short book (128 pages with intro, illustrations 
& footnotes) so you have time to catch up.  

At our next session, about the second half of “The Sabbath” , we will talk more about the book and 
share our own ideas and practices around  the Sabbath in tune with our respective spiritualities. I expect 
it to be a rich and joyful discussion.  

To join us, email pamela.kruse.buckingham@gmail.com  

https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Sabbath-Classics-Abraham-Joshua-Heschel/dp/0374529752/ref=asc_df_0374529752/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312057361370&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8488296783876412735&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9032064&h
mailto:pamela.kruse.buckingham@gmail.com
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Creation Care 
Indira Balkissoon 

Vestry Liaison for Environmental Stewardship 

                                
Wow, it has been hot. I have been taking 
everything a bit slower and not using my 
oven to keep the house cool. So many flex 
alerts, but I understand that I am helping to 
keep the grid functioning. Finally, rain!!  

By the way, the St Paul’s pollinator garden 
keeps on growing; the tithonia, seaside daisy, 
and sticky monkeyflower are blooming. The 
results of the August Monarch Larvae 
Monitoring Project (MMLP) were uploaded 
to the national database, and we reported 13 eggs and 1 monarch 
butterfly. 

The Creation Care 101 program started in September, the first of 
eight sessions.  There were 135 people from 10 denominations. The goal of this program is to have 
faith-based conversations about the intersection of faith, science, justice and creation care. We heard 

from Bishop Curry, from Pope Francis via his Laudato 
Si’ letter, and from climate scientists. This first session 
focused on Hope. We covered information from 
Project Drawdown, a comprehensive plan to reverse 
global warming that categorizes solutions into sources, 
sinks, and society. Our homework from the first 
session is to put together a Carbon Footprint for our 
Church as well as for interested parishioners. We were 
provided carbon calculator spreadsheets. More on this 
next month. Registration for the Creation Care 101 
program will stay open through the next Zoom meeting 
on October 13th, so there is still time to register here. 

On a final note, Tora Rocha, Master Gardener and Co-Director of the 
Pollinator Posse,  joined us at Homecoming and brought her 
pollinator museum -- and a wealth of knowledge -- so we could learn 
more about pollinators.  

“In Jesus, God so loved the whole world. We follow Jesus, so we 
love the world God loves. Concerned for the global climate 
emergency, drawing on diverse approaches for our diverse contexts, 
we commit to form and restore loving, liberating, life-giving 
relationships with all of Creation” (Bishop Curry).  Check out the 
video of his message at:  

https://creationcarecollective.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=776005a630376e50c0618de7d&id=3d6542ff99&e=c84ed62c76 

Katie and Wesley  Lauter are part 
of the Pollinator Posse! 

https://drawdown.org/
https://creationcarecollective.org/event/creation-justice-101-fall-program/
https://creationcarecollective.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=776005a630376e50c0618de7d&id=3d6542ff99&e=c84ed62c76
https://creationcarecollective.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=776005a630376e50c0618de7d&id=3d6542ff99&e=c84ed62c76
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St. Paul’s Legacy Society 
Doug Jensen 

                                
On November 6th, All Saints Sunday, at the 10:00 am service, we plan to 
recognize, thank, and celebrate the founding members of the newly established 
St. Paul’s Legacy Society.  We plan to inscribe their names on a plaque to be 
hung somewhere in the church.  Shortly following that day, we plan to host a 
festive recognition dinner for all the new members and their significant others.  
It is our intention that this be an annual event  held at future All Saints Sundays. 

How do you get to be a founding member of the St. Paul’s Legacy Society?  
You notify the church that you have remembered St. Paul’s in your estate plan.  
The parishioners on our list of founding members have so far notified us about 
their intentions to provide bequests through their estate plans when they filled 
out their pledge cards.  If you have made such arrangements in your estate plan 
and didn’t note that on the pledge card, or have recently done so, or if you are in the process of 
planning to add St. Paul’s in your will or trust, please let me know so you will be included as founding 
members, recognized on All Saints Sunday, and included in our festive dinner. 

We can’t thank you if we don’t know of your plans!   

Please call, text, or email me at, douglasjensen@me.com or 510-316-5764.  We really want to express 
our heartfelt appreciation to all those of you who have remembered St. Paul’s in the future after you’re 
gone! 

Also, if you need help with you 
plans, let me know so I can find 
the resources to support your 
efforts. 

OCTOBER WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP AT ST. PAUL’S 

All events this month will be in person.  For the latest schedule and any rules about COVID precau-
tions, please check the church website: https://www.stpaulsoakland.org/. 

Most services will also be live-streamed on the Church’s Facebook page. For details, go to the church 
website. 

mailto:douglasjensen@me.com
https://www.stpaulsoakland.org/
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The Fall Stewardship Campaign will take place October 2-23. (For details, see arti-
cle elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Building and Grounds presented a summary of physical plant issues that need to be 
addressed in 2023. 

The budget is tracking close to expectations with pledges a bit above and plate a bit 
below budget. 

Excess pews have been in storage for ten years. These will be sold or given away. 

One-quarter of the church mortgage will be paid off from investments. This 
amounts to $118,750 of the $475,000 mortgage. 

Flarnie Adams has resigned from her Vestry position. The position will remain va-
cant until elections at the Annual Meeting in January, 2023. Brian Stanke has 
agreed to take over duties as Clerk of Vestry. 

  

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Ann Goggins Gregory 

 

Look for a report on St Paul’s finances in the October Good 
News. 

Highlights from the September 2022 Vestry 

Meeting 

Any member of the 
Parish may attend 
Vestry meetings, 
which are at 7:00 
p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month, unless other-
wise noted; the full 
minutes of the meet-
ing are available to 
parish members up-
on request by con-
tacting the parish 
administrator or a 
member of the Ves-
try 

2022VESTRY 

The Rev. Dr. Mauricio 
Wilson Rector  

 Maura Lane Senior 
Warden 

 Will Cowart Jr., 

Junior Warden 

Flarnie Adams, 

Clerk 

Ann Gregory Treasur-
er 

VESTRY BY 
CLASS  

Class of 2022  

Will Cowart  

Ann Gregory  

Sharon Pilmer  

Class of 2023 

-vacancy- 

Brian Stanke 

Maura Lane 

Class of 2024 

Indira Balkissoon 

Matthew Schooler  

Irene Plunkett 

DEANERY DELE-
GATES 2022 

Delegates  

Melanie Blake 

Jeanette Dinwidie-
Moore  

Tom McGarrell  

Alternates  

-vacancy- 
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Financial Report - Ann Goggins Gregory  
Budget is trending on expectation. Pledges are on target; plate is below expectation. The expense side is 

below budget because of open positions 
Rev. Wilson reported that  June 1st was the School’s last payment on debt 
Discussion of St. Paul’s ownership stake in a fossil gas well and investigating how to sell the interest in 

it. 

Stewardship Report - Sharon Pilmer 
Stewardship Committee had a retreat earlier in June. Several points: fundraising as ministry, importance 

of creating relationships, clarity around mission statement and vision. They propose to have a group 
do check-in phone calls.  

Discussion of phone trees and restarting coffee hour over the summer 
Sharon will organize a check-in call group 

 Stewardship committee will restart donut hour 

Rector’s Report - Rev. Wilson 
• Building and grounds – no report this month as Will is not at the meeting 
• SPES Office Lease Renewal  
• Use of space agreement for upstairs offices rented by the school resulted in a new lease of  $2.60 /

square foot/ month for a three-year lease. This is comparable to the current market-rate for such 
space. 

• The Ven. Carolyn Bolton housing allowance : need to approve housing allowance for Rev. Carolyn.  
The allowance is designation from already authorized salary. The Vestry approved unanimously. 

Covid Protocols 
Rev. Wilson discussed the Episcopal Church’s history with outbreaks after church meetings.  Sharon and 

Will shared their perspectives on protocols  
The Vestry agreed to stay the course with the current mask mandate 

Liturgical Volunteering  
Rev. Wilson discussed a training program for the 40 Liturgical Volunteers we have  
Two deacons are coming in the fall, so we have potentially three Deacons: Carolyn Bolton, Gary 

England, and Paul Impey 
Summer at St. Paul’s 

Rev. Wilson shared his summer vacation plans, Deacon Carolyn will be managing pastoral matters while 
he is away 

Music Director Search Report – Sharon Pilmer 
The organ was tuned last week, Sharon has  prepared a written report 
Five applications have been received so far for the Music Director 

Watching other church’s music performances demonstrates how impressive our organ is 
Salary range unanimously approved 

Pollinator Posse – Indira Balkissoon   
Program has been shared in Vestry packet 
Activities happen in the fall. Discussed how  best to do outreach: mass email, website, phone check-in 

calls, welcome back weekend, coordination with youth program 
Planting the garden September 18th; will invite Bishop and Mayor to event 

Backpack Project – Sharon Pilmer 
Last year provided bags of back to school supplies; would like to organize a bigger project this year 

Highlights from the June 2022 Vestry Meeting 

Brian Stanke, Interim Vestry Clerk 
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Prometheus Symphony Orchestra 
2022-2023 Concert Series 
Celebrating 58 Years of Music Making 

 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 
3:00 PM (Preconcert talk at 2:40PM) 
 

Antonin Dvořák Symphony No. 9, Opus 95, “From 
the New World” 

 

 

 

 

 

Giuseppi Verdi •Nabucco Sinfonia 

 

 

 

 

Libby Larsen • Deep Summer Music 
      Women Composer Series  

 

ADMISSION FREE 
Tickets are required to attend this concert. Please go to www.prometheussymphony.org for ticket in-
formation. 

Audience members must show proof of full vaccination including boosters for admittance. Masks are 
required when in the church. Families with children (all fully vaccinated) are always welcome and the 
facility is wheelchair accessible. 

We will be recording the concert for later publication so if you don’t have a ticket, you can still see the 
concert.  

There is no admission fee for our concerts, but donations are gratefully accepted.   

See our website for Covid protocols, updates, and parking details. 
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Concerts at St. Paul’s 

http://www.prometheussymphony.org/
http://www.prometheussymphony.org
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Over 650 Anglican bishops (including, this year, 97 female bishops!) from around the world gathered 
at Canterbury, the University of Kent, and Lambeth Palace in England this August for their 15th, once-
a-decade gathering.  What do all those primates seated on risers have to do with St. Paul’s?   

The object of the Lambeth Conferences, which have met since 1867, is to foster Anglican unity 
through discussion and consultation and to create a “global mission” for the third-largest body of 
Christians in the world.  This year’s theme was “God’s Church for God’s World.”  The bishops met 
for Bible study and to look at the Lambeth Calls, which are sort of like homework for them to do back 
in their dioceses.  The calls include such topics as safe church and human dignity. 

Previous conferences have led to a global split among Anglicans over scripture and sexuality, with 
most African churches (the “Global South”) opposed to ordination and marriage for LGBT people; the 
Episcopal Church was suspended from the Anglican Communion for three years, beginning in 2016, 
for sanctioning same-sex marriage, while many of the African primates boycotted this year’s August 
meeting or refused to take communion there. The 2022 conference scrapped an affirmation of the infa-
mous Lambeth Resolution 1.10 of 1998, which supported those more conservative groups.  Instead, 
the new stance, as outlined in the human dignity call, is effectively a pluralistic one, encouraging 
North and South to continue to listen to one another while they continue different practices.   For a 
fuller story, click here. 

Bottom line: for what it’s worth, we’re still safely in the Anglican Communion, but the unity of that 
body remains in doubt. 

The Lambeth Conference—What Does It Mean for You? 

Carolyn Knapp 

https://www.lambethconference.org/programme/lambeth-calls/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2022/august/lambeth-conference-anglican-church-global-south-bishops.html


The Good News Page 17 Page 17 Good News 

This pair of trefoil arch windows illustrates 
the Presentation of Christ. In the left-hand 
window, Simeon holds the eight-day-old 
Christ Child in the Temple at the moment 
that Simeon uttered the Nunc Dimittis: 
“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word.” (Luke 2:29) 
Behind, on the altar, sits a thurible, an in-
cense burner. At Simeon’s feet is a cage with 
the ritual offering of a pair of doves. This 
refers to Luke's account of the presentation 
with the sacrifice of the doves that takes 
place in the temple. (Luke 2:22-40) On the 
stand is a scroll representing the Mosaic Law 
that called for Jesus to be presented in the 
temple (Luke 2:22). In the lunette is a part of 
the architecture of the temple. 

The text at the bottom of this window reads: 

Mary Francis Childs, born April 1st 1850, died Feb 7th 1923 

Mary Francis Childs (née Ross) is the mother of William Ross Childs memorialized in the companion 
window. 

That paired window shows Mary and Joseph looking at Simeon. Anna the Prophetess is in the back-
ground (Luke 2:36-38). The architecture of the temple appears in this window’s lunette as well. 

The text at the bottom of this window reads: 

William Ross Childs born Sep 28th 1878 died Aug 27th 1923 

The William Ross Childs family in Illinois were notable land holders and bankers. He married well: 
Helen Dornin, daughter of a prominent Oakland businessman and politician and granddaughter of one 
of the builders of early San Francisco. They lived in Pied-
mont all their lives. 

Butler & Bayne, London, created the window. This is in-
scribed on the paired window to the right. Both windows 
were consecrated sometime after 1923.  

The window with Simeon was smashed from the outside 
in 2004. It was carefully restored by James Erickson Stu-
dios in collaboration with Alameda Art Glass. 

The Windows of St. Paul’s 
Robert Knapp 

Presentation in the Temple 

 

 

The severe damage to the window (left and right) required careful and expert restoration (center). 
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Dear Readers:  

Currently, the newsletter 

is not being distributed by 

regular post. If you know 

of someone who does not 

have access to the elec-

tronic version, please con-

tact Parish Administrator 

at 834-4314, Ext. 501 or 
admin@stpaulsoakland.org 
She will make a hardcopy 

and send it. 

 Newsletter  
contributors 

sought 
We are interested in  

hearing from writers and 
photographers; please 
email us if you would 
like to donate your tal-
ents. The deadline for 

each edition is the 25th 
of the  month previous to 
publication. Please send 
your submissions of no 
more than 400 words to 
csknapp@earthlink.net 

From the Editors: 

Watch for news in November’s Good News!  

St. Paul’s 2022 Stewardship Campaign 

The Good News is a publica-
tion of St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, Oakland, California. 
Carolyn Knapp, editor, Rob-
ert Knapp, composition and 

graphics, Kate Eby, copy 
editor 

St. Paul’s  110 years ago... 

A rather stern looking Bishop Nichols presided over the dedication of 
the present St. Paul’s church in 1912. 

http://www.stpaulsoakland.org
mailto:admin@stpaulsoakland.org
mailto:csknapp@earthlink.net

