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TO KNOW CHRIST BETTE R AND TO MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN  

 

Meet Ben Bachmann 

Our New Music Director  

 Sharon Pilmer 

St. Paulôs is thrilled to welcome Mr. Benjamin Bach-
mann as the next Director of Music at St. Paulôs.  Ben 
comes to St. Paulôs after serving as Canon Director of 
Music at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco for 17 years.  

Ben is a native of Akron, Ohio.  Born into a musical 
family, he started piano lessons at age five, served as a 
chorister from a young age, and received his first organ 
training there with Robert Quade. Ben received the 
Emilie Spivey Scholarship at Clayton College and State 
University in Atlanta, Georgia, where he studied organ 
with Richard Morris. After completing his undergradu-
ate degree in music he served as Assistant Director of 
Music at St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church, Atlanta, under 
Dr. Robert Poovey.  Ben received his Masterôs Degree at the Royal College of Mu-
sic, where he studied with Margaret Phillips. At the Royal College, he was the re-
cipient of the Walford Davies Organ Prize in 2004. During his time in London, Ben 
was Organ Scholar at St. Paulôs Knightsbridge and Farm Street Church. Ben was 
made a Fellow of the American Guild of Organists in 2008.  

Ben joined the staff at Grace Cathedral in 2005 as Assistant Director of Music, and 
was installed as Canon Director of Music in 2010.  Ben brings exceptional skill in 
organ playing, choral conducting of both professionals and volunteers, composition, 
years of experience training young voices, and a thorough knowledge of Anglican 
Church Music, the liturgical year, and the rites of the Episcopal Church.  His origi-
nal compositions and arrangements have been performed internationally.   

In addition to his work as a musician in the Anglican tradition, he also enjoys play-
ing piano, particularly American styles like jazz, ragtime, show tunes, and Gospel 
music. He is known to hold court at piano bars and sing-alongs. He also loves cook-
ing and baking and hosts themed dinner parties, researching the history of recipes, 
and writing about his experiences.  

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Ben! 
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Spirituality  

Giving Can Strengthen Your Spiritual Life  

The Rev. Anne Jensen 

The basic function of the church is to speak to every facet of the life of the be-
liever. Jesus came among us so that we might be reconciled with God and each 
other, helping us to know God more intimately as we live our lives as believers. 
He preached about the needs of the people: physical healing, spiritual healing, 
feeding the poor, healing the sick, and teaching us how to live. 

The church isnôt isolated from world; we are very much part of it, and we try to 
live our lives in ways that are faithful to our baptismal vows: 

 Loving God and our neighbors 

 Seeking forgiveness and extending forgiveness to others 

 Offering food to the hungry and respite to the weary 

 Honoring the dignity of every individual. 

This isnôt the work of an individual.  Itôs the work of the believing community.  We find strength for our 
journey in faith by sharing in the Sacraments and in our works of ministry. 

Our spiritual lives are enriched and formed by our life in the church.  The church supports us in our faith 
journey, and it needs our support.  It needs our money to keep going, to keep being a center of ministry. 
Yes, and it needs our willingness to be part of the ministries of feeding, of caring for the environment, and 
of worshiping every Sunday. 

Participating in the life of the church, including giving money to support it, gives meaning to our lives.  In 
giving to the church, we are participating in Godôs mission, and when we give for the benefit of others in 
need, and for ourselves in our need, it warms our hearts.  We might feel closer to the work of the church 
and to God and find a new depth of meaning and purpose in our lives.  Those are the gifts of the spirit in 
action. 

We will not know when a stranger enters our church and hears just the word she needs to not give up.  Nor 
will we know when a bag of food will provide a family, who has been living on ramen for a week, with 
healthy meals.  We will not know when beautiful music will calm a mother with three small children and 
give her rest.  

When we give to the church, we are part of work that is far greater than we will ever know. 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
 (Prayer of Penitence ï Rite 1 ï The Book of Common Prayer) 

I have many favorite prayers from The Book of 
Common Prayer. At some point, during the shel-
ter-in-place for COVID, the Prayer of Penitence 
became one of my favorites.  If one wasnôt sick, 
working or taking care of others, it was also a 
good time for reflection.  

Earlier this week, one of my colleagues started talking about all the 
things he hadnôt gotten done during the last 3 years.  He was sincerely 
remorseful because these were the kinds of things that would have 
improved the quality of life for his family.  Examples: refinancing the 
house while the rates were favorable, getting the hole in the roof re-
paired, getting faucets replaced.  

He mentioned the same things last week. This time, I turned around 
and really listened to him. I wanted to tell him that God knows every-
thing about us and still loves us. What would happen to us if we con-
tinuously beat ourselves up over saying the wrong thing, not returning 
a phone call, going to church? We must remember that God still loves 
us. It is okay to say, ñIôm sorry.ò  Ironically enough, my colleagueôs 
family hasnôt said anything to him about the missed opportunities. 

Senior Wardenõs Message 

Maura Lane 

The Diocesan Convention is Coming at the End of October! 
Although it sounds far away ï in Grace Cathedral (well, this year, online) --  itôs your Diocese, and your 
representatives vote on resolutions and budget (funded by a portion of your pledge to St. Paulôs). 

Interested in whatôs on the agenda?  Check out https://www.diocalconvention.org/. 

Just want to know what they did?  Look for Tom McGarrellôs report from the virtual convention floor in 
the November issue of the Good News. 

https://www.diocalconvention.org/
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Homecoming! 

Here are some pictures from our wonderful Homecoming on Sunday, September 25th. 

 

Vicki Larson presented the Oakland 
Mayorôs proclamation lauding St. 
Paulôs on its 150 years of service to 
God and the world. 

We celebrated Mark Bruceôs 
exceptional service to St. Paulôs 
as our Interim Music Director 
with a vocal presentation during 
the service and then a chocolate 
cakeðhis favorite! 

We launched the St. Paulôs history, 
Faith and Mission, with presenta-
tions during the service and Liz 
signing books during the later fes-
tive activities on the patio. 

Liz will be signing her book after the 10:00 service October 2th and 9th. The suggested donation is $35 
to go towards the full cost of the book, $46. 


